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ment. 

Following the bloody coup of September, 1973 
the United States, which had argued against giv- 
ing Allende any credit relief because of its "poor 
financial picture," suddenly found the Chilean 
economic scene brighter. Two months after the coup, 
the U.S. government and the Junta finally reached 
an agreement on the debt due two years before. This 
agreement was based on an understanding that the 
junta would pay the UtSe copper companies for their 
nationalized properties. 

Negotiations with the United States were fol- 
lowed by a general agreement worked out in the 
Paris Club in April, 1974. Eighty per cent of the 
$750 million which Chile owed Club members for the 
period between January, 19 7S and December, 1974 
was rescheduled over a period of seven years. The 
othec'20 per cent, approximately $150 million, was 
to be spread out over three installments with the 
first one due in 1974 and the othersiin 1975 and 
1976. 

Having failed to produce any economic "mir- 
acles," or eVen minor successes, the repressive 
junta is once again seeking to postpone its debt 
payment for 1975. 

********************************************'*'**** 

U.S. IN CA1®0DIA— Continued from page 6 

"These revolutionaries," the Le Monde article 
continues, "have shown themselves up to now as de- 
termined to conquer without compromise, without a 
'Paris Accord, ' without a 'Laotian Compromise.'" 

The Royal Government of National Union is pre- 
sently recognized by 62 nations as the legitimate 
Cambodian government. It now administers 90 per csnt 
of Cambodian terrotory, with only a few isolated 
cities still controlled by the Lon Nol regime. The 
NUF provides medical care and education, and has al- 
ready achieved some moderate land reforms in the 
territory it administers. 
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(See packet for map of South Vietnam.) 

PRG FORCES WIN MAJOR VICTORIES IN SOUTH VIETNAM; 

CENTRAL HIGHLANDS AND OTHER AREAS LIBERATED 

LIBERATION News Service 

SAIGON (LNS)— The Thieu regime gave way to forces 
of the Provisional Revolutionary Government (PRG) of 
South Vietnam during mid and late March, abandoning 
at least eight provinces to PRG control and all but 
giving up four others. The pull back by Thieu was ac- 
companied by reports that 20,000 Saigon troops are 
being massed In a 15 mile perimeter around Saigon In 
a last ditch effort to keep that city from falling 
to liberation forces. 


I zed at the lower levels and throughly corrupt 
at the highest." 

The Saigon regime's own figures corraborate 
this, admitting that the annual desertion rate 
In the regular army Is an Incredible 26,2 per 
cent and 27.^ per cent among regional forces. 

1n addition to massive defections from the 
Saigon army to the side of the liberation forces, 
Thieu received more grim news when reports con- 
firmed that civilians in Saigon controlled areas 
--including elements of the armed forces In these 
areas — are siding with the PRG. 


Among the provinces captured by liberation forces 
were Kontum and Pleiku, both household words to most 
Americans In the I960's when 500,000 U.S. trogps were 
sent to Vietnam to try to hold these Central Highland 
provinces for the Thieu regime. Also captured by the 
PRG forces is the old Imperial capital of Hue In north- 
ern South Vietnam. 

Since the beginning of the year the Thieu govern- 
ment has Increased Its attacks on PRG-control led areas, 
primarily bombing and artillery attacks. The Saigbn 
effort to grab liberated territories, however, resulted 
Instead in Saigon's loss of Phuoc Long province In 
January. 

By Marfcb lA, Thieu was forced to abandon four 
Central Highland provinces — ^Darlac and Phu Bon, as 
well as Kontum and Plelku--and two provInces—Quang 
Tri and Thua Thlen--ln the extreme north part of South 
Vietnam. Blnh Long province, less than 50 mlies north 
of Saigon, is also now under PRG control . 

Four Other provinces directly south of the Central 
Hlghlands--Quang Hue, Lam Dong, Tuyen Due and Khanh^ 
Hoa— are expected to be liberated as soon as the thieu 
regime deploys Its shattered army to try to hold the 
th Pee largest cities In South Vietham--Salgon, Da Nang, 
and QuI Nhon— which have the bulk of the country's 
population. 

By March 25, though, Da Nang--once a U.S. military 
stronghold--was reported surrounded by liberation 
forces . 

The Ford administration and other U.S. allies of 
the Thieu regime have been quick to attribute the re- 
cent PRG victories to U.S. cut backs In aid to South 
Vietnam. In the New York Times on March 25, Drew Mid- 
dleton said that PRG successes "demonstrate the super- 
iority of the CommunI sts in manpower and weapons.!' 

Even figures released by the U.S. governinent show 
that Thieu forces are not losing because they lack 
weapons. According to these figures, since early. 1975 
Saigon has been using an average of 650 tons of ground 
ammunition a dayiahd ^h liddltlonal 118 tons bf: bombs and 
other munitions dropped from aircraft. During the same 
period, liberation forces have used about 310 tons of 
ammunitliona month — about an 80 to 1 firepower advan- 
tage for the Saigon forces. 

"It Is thus evident that the defeat and f 1 Ight 
of Saigon's forces does not result fundamentil ly from 
a lack of munitions, as Thieu and the Ford administra- 
tion have tried to make the American public believe," 
noted the Guardian, a radical f^ws weekly. In late 
March. 

"What we are witnessing today," continued the 
Guardian, "Is actually the beginning of the final 
stage of disintegration of the Saigon army, demoral- 
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In the recent battle over Ban Me Thuot in 
Dariac province, the Montagnards, the minority 
people of the area, led the fighting. Although 
the ThieU-U.S. version of the fighting claimed 
that the attack was led by North Vietnamese for- 
ces, a French journal 1st , Paul Leandrl, contra- 
dicted that account, writing that the uprising 
was actually led by Montagnard people who were 
later Joined by the PRG forces. 

The Saigon police summoned Leandrl , an Ag- 
ence France Presse correspondent, for question- 
ing about sources In hi s article. Leandrl, who 
had been questioned In the past by Saigon police, 
apparently got angry over the harassment and 
stormed out of the police station. As he was 
driving away, Saigon police shot at his car and 
kl 1 led Leandrl . 

Police claim It was an accident and that 
they only fired warning shots. Before going to 
the pol Ice station though, Leandrl had expressed 
fears for his life to other reporters. His wife 
and some correspondents have charged that he was 
murdered, maintaining It Is Just another example 
of the extremes that Thieu is willing to go to 
in order to deceivei the world about what is hap- 
pening in South Vietnam, and attempt to win more 
U.S. aid. 

Thieu and Ford, with the help of the estab- 
lishment media, have also used refugees made 
homeless by the war for their propaganda bene- 
fit. Printed and televised news each day are 
full of photos or film footage of Vietnamese 
supposedly fleeing their homes because the Sai- 
gon troops have abandoned the area to PRG troops. 

"Many of these refugees," explains Jim 
Morel of the Ihdochlna Resource Center, "are 
forced to flee by Saigon troops, and sometimes, 
especially In the cities, they've been forced to 
leave because Saigon forces are destroying many 
of the cities as they leave." 

"For example," he continued, "Pleiku was 
bombed and shelled by Saigon forces as they were 
leaving the city. So that a good number of peo- 
ple who are fleeing have been forced out of the 
cities." 

"In addition," Morel added, "there Is the 
fact that rumors are flying thick and fast of 
what might happen to people and there Is psycho- 
logical as wel 1 as physical pressure to leave." 

The lack of food In thelfbrmerly Saigon-con- 
troiled areas is also another reason cited for t 
people ieav I ng the area. 




Accord I ng to Morel , however, the evacuations 
ainn hrtt. hftfth as massive as the medJa. ha5. 
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Indicated; *^ are about 3 mfl Hon people In, the 
provinces ^hat the PRG has Just gained," said Morel. 
According to Saigon about 1 million of these people 
are leaving. Other Western sourtbs-say that the figure 
i s closer (t6 Mai f a mi 1 1 ion — about one out of every 
six people--and the actual' figure is probably even 
lower. 

"In addition," notes Morel , "refugees are going 
in the other direction also." After PRG forces lib- 
erated Quang Tri and Thua Thien provinces in the north, 
explained Morel , many refugees left the Saigon-con- 
trolled city of Quang Ngai to go to those two prov- 
inces. 


and New York offices, davits at first said he was 
not coming, and told protesters that such demon- 
strations were "disrupting the business of govern- 
ment." The group, answering "that is our Intention," 
continued to to press its demands that the U.S. a- 
bide by the Paris Peace Agreements. 

Meanwhile, another group of demonstrators pick- 
eted, handing out leaflets explaining that "davits' 
vote... is in total violation of the Paris Peace 
Agreements (which forbid all U.S. military inter- 
vention — direct or indirect-- in Cambodia, Laos or 
Vietnam) and goes against the wishes of over 1S% 
of the people in the U.S." 


Reports that refugees fleeing the newly captured 
PRG areas ar« being fired on were explained by ai^North 
Vietnamese newspaper. While the U.S. press has indi- 
cated that it was the PRG that was firing randomly in- 
to groups of refugees, Nhan Dan reported in Hanoi that 
retreating Saigon troops are using the refugees as 
human shields. 

The paper said that Saigon was forcing the people 
to leave towns being evacuated by Saigon troops at gun 
point and that the soldi ers were ordered to mingle with 
the refugees^ to use them as a shield as they retreat. 

Nhan Dan also charged that the current flood of 
refugees is a continuation of the U.S.-Thieu policy 
of forced relocation of South Vietnamese people to areas 
controlled by the Thleu regime. 

The PRG has already begun moves to govern the new- 
ly 1 i berated areas. On March 25 it was reported that 
local governments were being set up In the provinces 
abandoned by Saigon, Including a government of Montag- 
nard people to rule themselves in Dari ac province. 

In addition, the PRG Issued an appeal for foreign 
aid on March 23 to help feed "more than a million 
people" who have come under Its rule as a result pf 
the recent victories. The PRG also issued a proclama- 
tion flailing on the people of South Vietnam to over- 
turn Thieu and replace him with a "popular, democratic 
government." 
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WOMEN OCCUPY SENATOR JAVITS' OFFICE TO 
PROTEST AID TO CAMKJIPA 

NEW YORK (LNS)— A group of 33 women staged a 24- 
hour sit-in beginning March 20 ln3Nnator Jacob 
Javlts' New York office, protesting his vote In a Sen- 
ate subcommit t&e to give more aid to Cambodia. 

"We are outraged women who mil Itantly oppose the 
role Javits continues to play by voting more aid to the 
dictator Lon Nol ," said a news release written during 
the sit-in by sponsors of the action, the Women's 
Committee to Cut All Aid to Thieu and Lon Nol. "Our 
Intention is to hold Javits accountable to the people 
of this state who overwhelmingly oppose any U.S. bid 
to Cambodia and Vietnam. 


The group sitting in at the office, singing 
songs and chanting slogans, finally won assurances 
that Javits would hold a discussion with four of them 
in a press conference March 24. Protesters left 
ebrly in the morn ir|§, after being threatened with 
injunctions against them. 

During an hour-long press conference with Jav- 
its on March 24, Women's Committee representative 
Donna Futterman summarized the reasons for the sit- 
in. "The war is in a crisis state," bhe said, aid noted 
that, polls 1ndlcate"the vast majority, of 
(iieople in this country oppose this aid." 

Javits repi led that people shou1d"separate out 
very clearly Cambodia from Vietnam," saying he 
voted to give Cambodia aid until June 30 for "hum- 
anitarian reasons." 

Sokhom Hing, however, a Cambodian in the UoS. 
who has long opposed the war, said "the bloodbath 
has gone on now for the past five years," and "we 
cannot continue this war for one single day." 

He described the daily suffering of the Cambod- 
ian people as well as the "mental torture" he and 
other Indochinese people face in the U.S., inclu- 
ding harassment from the police. State Department, 
and Immigration Service. It is not the Royal Govern- 
ment of Cambodian Unity that destroys the people of 
Cambodia, he said, but the Loh Noi regime, backed 
by U.S. money, bomber shel 1 s and bullets. 

"The gentleman spoke very feel ingly. Javits 
replied while members of the audience protested, 

"but I simply have to rely on my evaluation of the 
facts." 

Beulah Sanders, a black welfare rights worker 
also spoke, challenging the U.S. policy that has 
recently Increased its military budget, spending 
bill ions of dollars abroad, while people at home 
are "starving to death, burned out of their homes... 
and Unemployed , waiting right now in the rain to get 
into the welfare centers." 

Javits blamed the military budget increases on 
inflation, the nuclear arms race, and the cost of 
the volunteer army, calling himself the"1eading ad- 
vocate of unemployment compensation, food stamps, 
the Neighborhgod Youth Corps," and other public 
services. 

The group left the conference chanting "Javits, 
Javits We Say No, No More Money for Lofl Nol , and 
joined demonstrators who were picketing outside. 


The group of women gained access to Javits' of- 
fice at 10:30 a. m., claiming tb be students from 
Finch College. Demanding a press conference with him, 
the group stated they would stay in the office until 
Javits arrived from Washington. 


"Senator Javits stated continually before the 
vote that he would oppose aid — but he didn't," said 
one Women's Committee Member. "This action showed 
many, people that there are people who oppose aid to 
Cambodia and are doing something about it." 


, , . • ..... Congress is expected to vote after April 7 

In phone conversations between the Washington compromise bill to give more aid to Cambodia. 
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[See graphics in this packet. See also packet #685 
for story on coup attempt.] 

PORTUGUESE ELECTIONS POSTPONED TO APRIL 25 IN 
AFTERMATH OF COUP ATTEMPT: POLITICAL ACTIVITY IS 

INTENSE 

LIBERATION News Service 

NEW YORK (LNS) - The first Portuguese elections 
to be held in half a century have been postponed for 
almost two weeks, according to a report in the Port- 
uguese socialist paper Repubiica. 

The communique from the Ministry of Informa- 
tion published on March 18 said that the elections 
for a constituent assembly would take place on April 
25, the first anniversary of the overthrow of the 
Portuguese dictatorship, and that I'oniy technical 
reasons" could justify the "slight postponement." 

So far the announcement has not been denied by 
the Portuguese government. 

The elections were postponed amidst intense 
political activity in Portugal an all fronts. Since 
the March 11 coup attempt, the ruling Armed Forces 
Movement (MFA) has established a Superior Council 
of the Revolution which presently controls all pol- 
itical decisions in Portugal . It has nationalized 
banks and insurance companies, and it has banned 
three political parties from taking part in April's 
elections. 

But the political activity is not confined 
solely to the institutions of government. In the 
first three days after March 11, 45 factories in 
Portugal were occupied, and according to reports 
in the French leftist daily. Liberation, most of 
them are still under the control of their workers . 

News of the postponed elections came only one 
week after an attempted coup d ' Etat lead by General 
Antonio de Spinola and his supporters was put down 
by army units loyal to the MFA. 

General Spinola, who headed the first provi- 
sional government after the overthrow of Marcelo ■ 
Caetano last year by the MFA, was removed from off- 
ice after a similar abortive coup attempt last 
September. On March 11, after it became clear that 
Spinola' s new attempt to gain power in Poitugal had 
failed, he fled to Spain, and eventually to Brazil 
where he has been granted political asylum. 

After the announcement of the bank nationaliza- 
tions, employees occupied many of Lisbon's banks. 

In the days following the coup attempt, a committee 
of bank employees began an investigation of the banks ' 
involvement in the two attempted coups of September 
. 28 and March 11 , and the inquiry has turned up strong 
links between the administrators of Portugal ' s banks 
and the conservative army officers seeking to re- 
gain power. 

A long report submitted to the government by 
the committee reveals the participation of the 
Spirito Santo family, Portugal ' s most powerful ban- 
kers, in the financing of several rightist political 
parties. Fiv,e members of the family were arrested 
on March 13 but have since been released. 

The Spirito Santo family most of whose economic 
activities take place in Angola and Mozambique, had 
financed two rightist political parties that were 
banned after the coup attempt of September 28, ac- 
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cording to the report, and since then, the family 
has financed the present three rightist g'ropps, 
the Social Democratic Center (CDS) , the Christian 
Democrats, and the Popular Democratic Party (PPD)/ 

Since April 25, 1974, bank employees have 
been photocopying incriminating documents, which 
were turned over to the committee. According to 
the documents , almost one million dollars was given 
to the various political parties to further their 
work. 

On September 2, 1974, 26 days before the first 
coup attempt, an account was opened in the Santo 
bank ' s main branch , in the name of several people 
— one of them was the president of the information 
committee of the now prohibited Progress Party. 

But the holders of the kccount never deposited any 
money in it. Still, money from the account was 
used to finance the "silent majority" demonstta^'. 
tion on September 28 which was intended to precipi- 
tate a right-wing coup. Another account for the 
Progress Patty was opened on September 25, 1974 
with over $60,000, by a member of the Spirito 
Santo family. 

Similar operations, according to the dociaments, 
took place to finance the operations of the PPD, 

CDS, and the Christian Democrats . Each time, the 
money was used, say the bank employees, for the 
financing of opinion polls, the purchase of cars, 
and press publicity, travel expenses and propa- 
ganda material costs. 

The investigation also found that the banks 
had organized the flow of currency out of Portugal , 
contributing to Portugal ' s already serious economic 
problems . 

The administrators of other banks were also 
implicated in plotting against the present Portu- 
guese government . An employee for the Portuguese 
Bank of the Atlantic told a repotter for Paris ' 
Liberation that one of the managers of the bank 
had been Secretary of State for the Economy under 
the first government of the Caetano dictatorship, 
after leaving the government, he returned to the 
bank where he became one of its principal planners. 
Last year he was one of thef founders of the CDS. 

The holdings of the Bank of the Atlantic are 
impressive. It holds, according to Liberation, 

16% of all deposits in all commercial banks in Portu- 
gal, and maj or shares in five insurance companies, 
and Portuguese oil refining, cement production, beer 
brewing , real estate, production, tourism, 

movie-makigg and distribution, with branches in Ang- 
ola and Mozambique that own textile mills and a 
hydroelectric plant there. 

By nationalizing the banks , the banks holdings, 
and 27 insurance companies, the Portuguese govern- 
ment has in effect nationalized more than 50% of 
Portuguese industry. 

Fearful of a possible economic blockade like 
the one that the United States has l4d against 
Cuba since 1960, the Portuguese government stopped, 
short of nationalizing foreign banks in Portugal , 
and insurance companies that have.,large participa- 
tion of foreign interests. 

The employees of one bank have proposed a 
plan for permanent workers control of the banks, 
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In each bank workers would, elect the members of the 
administrative committee that would run the banko 
One of the leftist political parties, the Movement 
of the Socialist Left (MBS) supports this plaiio 

^^:Tfe-j^rtliguese Liberation Army^^ 

In a televised news conference on March 23, the 
chief of staff of Portugal’s northern military head- 
quarters charged that a ’’highly dangerous” rightist 
group called the Portuguese Liberation Army is o'per- 
ating in Spain with the aim of overthrowing what it 
calied Portugal’s ’’Communist, Marxist”’ governmient » 

The official also said that the group wanted 
the retst oration of Portugal’s African empire, where 
the former Portuguese territories of Angola, Mozairn 
bique and Guinea-Bissau have already gained inde=“ 
pendence or are to achieve independence in the next 
year. 

The New York Times reported that the Portuguese 
government has discovered ’’considerable detail” on 
the group’s activities, largely through the arrest 
of people in Portugal who were carrying documents 
about the group. 

The military official said that two Madrid 
businesses were serving as covers for the group’s 
commando units. One of the leaders of the group 
was identifidd as ’’Hugo C. Franklino” The official 
said he carried a Guatemalan passport describing 
him as an engineer. The nationalities of FraEklin 
and one other leader are not known, but, the offi‘- 
cial said, they are not Portuguese. 

Through the discovered documents, the Portu- 
guese learned that the group intended to use both 
psychological add violent warfare, whifel included 
kidnapping of ambassadors, assassinatffions of left® 
ist PoEtuguese leaders, provocations of labor con- 
flicts and of conflict within the armed forces, and 
sabotage of public services. The group apparently 
knew about the rightist coup attempt before March llo 

ElectibheActiMitiesLiQuEtdiled 

The Superior Council of the Revolution declared 
on March 18, that three political parties would be 
prohibited from participating in the upcoming elec- 
tion* Two are from the extreme left, the Movement 
for the Reconstitution of the Proletarian Party 
(MRPP), and the Alliance of Peasants and Workers 
Marxist4sLeninist, (AOG). The third is the rightist 
Christian DemocrAtic Party (PDC). The measure does 
not prohibit internal political activity or partic- 
ipation in demonstrations that the MFA considers 
lawful* • ^ 

The Christian Democrats are considered by some 
to be the most conservative of all Portuguese poli- 
tical parties, and have';been linked closely with 
Spinola and rightist members of the army. Their 
leadershas recently fled to Spain to avoid arrest 
in Portugal. The Christian Democrats are closely 
allied to another rightist party, the CDS, which is 
not prohibited from taking part in the elections® 

Many persons linked to the old fascist Salazar re- 
gipie are in the CDS, and the Christian Democrats also® 

Considered by Le Monde to be the most powerful 
of all the extreme left groups, the MRPP has strong 
roots among students and soldiers. In January it 
was responsible for a shutdown of the University of 
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Lisbon, and in February It organized a strike of 
.lilgli school students. At the time the MFA accused 
the MIPP of leading the high school' students in ”a 
seditious strike with agents of the PIDE,” ^the 
old fascist political police.) 

The MRPP, a Maoist group, denounces the Com® 
munist Party which has the most influence in the 
government and the MFA. of all the present political 
parties, as ’’social fascists.” Recently, after 
the March 11 coup attempt, eight leaders of the 
MRPP were arrested for handing out pamphlets which 
criticized the MFA and what they called ’’the mili- 
tary dictatorship.” 

The MRPP has declared that it will not abide 
by ; the prohibition® It says it is ready to con- 
tinue its activities underground, if forced to, as 
■it did since its founding. in 1970. It says it will 
also organize a boycott of the April elections. 

Only two hours after it was announced thd: the 
MRPP’s activities were suspended for the duration 
of the political campaign, over 3500 of its mili- 
tants and- sympathizers demonstrated in the streets 
of Lisbon against ’’fascism and social-fascism.’.’ 

They marched on one of the government palaces where 
army un|ts trained their machine guns on them, but 
the demonstration dispersed peacefully. 

The two leftist groups that were banned from 
participation in the elections were thought to be 
singled out to placate more moderate members of 
the armed forces who have criticized the extreme 
left for its attacks on recent meetings of rightist 
parties in the past several months. Most recently 
two people were killed in fihe city of Setu^al near 
Lisbon on the night of March 7 when police opened 
fire on demonstrators who had disrupted a meeting 
of the Popular Democratic Party (PPD). Many, ob- 
servers see these events as leading quickly' to the 
coup atte®|j|bton March 11. 

About 200 leftists, organized by .the Communist 
Electoral Front (Marxist-Leninist) and the LUAR, 
described by one reliable journal as ”a semi-anar- 
chist grouping” that ’’emerged from armed struggle 
against the Gaetano regime,” marched on , the FPD 
meeting® 

Before the first PPD speaker could reach the 
podium, it was revialred that some PPD sympathizers 
were carrying firearms 5, according to one soldier 
who was there® In a. feweseconds, leftists had ^orn 
down the PPD flags and burned them® 

Immediately the local police intervened, and 
started beating the leiflsts. The battle spilled 
into the street, where demonstrators threw stones 
at the police® When the demonstrators merged with 
a crowd who had just come out of a movie house, 
machine guns mounted on the first floor of the po- 
lice station opposite the movie opened fire on the 
crowd® ■ Two were killed and fifteen wounded® 

. With the arrival of a contingent of armed for- 
ces, the police were forded to withdraw to their 
precinct® Demonstrators surrounded the polled sta- 
tion all night and throughout the next day, chanting 
’’vengeance” and ’’popular' justice®” The armed forces 
tried to evacuate the police station but the police 
wotild not leave because, they said, ’’the prestige 
of the police was at stake®” 
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Since last April 25, strong conflicts have 
developed between the Portuguese army and the para- 
military ^oitee forces, which did not support the 
over thrownoif the fascist regime. FEequently, says 
Le Monde, their activities have been marked by vio- 
lence. On two previous occasions this year, at the 
meetings of the CDS in Porto and the Christian 
ti^mocrats in Lisbon, when leftists protested the 
activities of the rightist parties, theppolice 
were primarily responsible for the violence that 
followed. 

The Communist Pdrty issued a statement which 
said that there were "serious grounds" to think 
that the police "had deliberately organized the 
shooting" in Setubal. 

An investigation of the killings in Setubal 
has found, riports Le Monde, that "no demonstrator 
has been found in possession of a firearm." 

The banning of the three political parties 
still' leaves a total of twelve parties participat- 
ing in the elections. The extreme leftist parties 
include the Democratic Workers Union (Marxist-Len- 
inist) whose power has grown considerably in the 
last year. This group organized a demonstration 
on February 7 against the presence of 30,000 NATO 
troops in Portugal, that promoted rumors of a for- 
eign invasion. 

Other leftist parties are the Popular Unity 
Party, a Maoist group, the Communist Electoral 
Front, and the International Communist League, a 
Trotskyist organization! 

A spjit-off from the Socialist Patty, the 
Popular Socialist Front, will participate in the 
elections as will the Movement of the Socialist 
Left (MES), considered by some to be the most im- 
portant of the groups on the extreme left. The MES 
has criticized the MFA for banning the activities 
of the MRPP, saying that "it is for the people and 
the working class to judge the organizations of the 
left and the extreme left." 

The traditional left o^rganizationi — the Com- 
munist Party, the Socialist Party, and the Portu- 
guese Democratic Movement (MDP) which is considered 
to be quite close to the Communist Party — are 
all running candidates. 

On the right are the PPD and the CDS. 

Several leftist groups are not participating 
in the elections. They include the LUAR, and the 
Revolutionary Party of the Proletariat/Revolution— 
ary Brigades, both of which conducted armed actions 
against the Salazar and Caetano regimes. 
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(Thanks especially to the Paris daily. Liberation, 
and New Left Review for this information. 
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U.S. VISAS DELAYED FOR CHILEAN FOLK SINGERS; 

"THEY'RE COMMIES" 

NEW YORK (LNS) — Members of a group of ex- 
iled Chilean folk singers were denied visas to 
enter the U.S. and forced to cancel four sched- 
eld concerts before finally being allowed to 
enter. The visas were denied, said aheimmigra- 
tion and Naturalization official, because, 

"They're commies. They're automatically inad= 
missable." 

"Quilapayun," seven singers and musicians, 
once the most popular singing group in Chile, 
were stripped of their citizenship by the Ghil^ 
ean junta in 1973. Their songs are banned from 
the Chilean airwayes, and they now live in ex= 
ile in Paris. 

When they first requested visas to come to 
the U.S. for a short tour, scheduling them to 
play 12 concerts, the American Consulate in Par- 
is delayed sending a cable to Chile. 

By the time the U.S. Consulate in Chile 
claimed that all seben members were ineligible, 
it Was too late to get a waiver of the ruling 
in time for the beginning of the Quilapayun tour. 
Reaponding to public pressure, the State Depart- 
ment finally granted the waiver. 

The performers artived from Paris at 11; 15 
P.M. on March 21 for a New York concert scheduled 
to begin three hours earlier. The enthusiastic 
audience was still waiting for them. 

Leonard Walentynowicz, administrator for 
the Bureau of Security and Consular Affairs for 
the State Department, explained the government's 
denial of visas, stating, "Under 212-A-28, aliens 
who have been members of the Communist Party 
are denied visas. This is congressional law and 
we are bound to abide by the law. What makes 
this country great is that we are a people who 
live by the laws." 
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OPEC AID TO THIRD WORLD FAR SURPASSES 
AID FROM INDUSTRIAL COUNTRIES 

PARIS, France (PTS/ LNS) — The Organization 
of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) gave 
$17 billion in aid to Third World countries 
in 1974, according to a report released March 
17. The aid, representing, 10 percent of the 
gross national product of the thirteen OPEC 
member nations, iis- many times greater than 
the amount given by the industrialized countries 
over the past few years. Four billion dollars 
6f the aid was transferred in cash, and the 
remaining $13 billion mostly in oil and ferti- 
lizer credits. 

Imicontrast, the industrialized countries 
have so far refused to honor a recent U.N. 
resolution stating that industrial nation 
should allocate 1 percent of their gross national 
product to finance development programs in 
Third World countries. 
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(Note to edlt6rs;The following article gives a brief 
history of the situation In Cambodia* See packet 
#686 for an article on the current fighting In Cambot 
dla* Also, see this packet for graphics*) 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF U*S* m'l«513VEMENT IN CAMBODIA 
LIBERATION News Service 

|hN 0M PENH„ CambodiaCLKS)-«.Just over five years 
ago, on March 18, 1970, a CIA-backed coup ousted Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk from the head of the Cambodian gov- 
ernment, placing Lon Nol in power* Six weeks later, 
April 30, 50,000 U*S* and South Vietnameseatroops in- 
vaded Cambodia, an event that produced a shock-wave 
of mass protests throughout the world* 

The coup and the invasion, followed by intensive 
U.S* bombing in the summer of 1973, were the culmin- 
ation of more than 15 years of U.S* intervention in 
Cambodia* The purpose of the intervention— which 
ranged from economic blackmail and sabotage, to the 
incursion of CIA-trained troops from South Vietnam, 
assassination and coup plots, and the U*S.’s "secret’* 
bombing in 1969— was to destroy Cambodia's neutrality 
in Southeast Asia* 

U*S* Intervention; 1954-1970 

May 7, 1934 marked the victory of the Vietnamese 
People’s Army in the Battle of Dien Bien Phu, signal- 
ing the defeat of France in Indochina, but also the 
beginning of active U.S* involvement* For nearly ten 
years, Cambodian resistance forces had fought against 
French occupying tro6ps, who claimed that their pres- 
ence in Southeast Asia, like that of the U*S* in the 
next decade, was to put down "Communist subversion*" 

Sihanouk accepted U*S. economic aid for the bank- 
rupt Cambodian government in 1954, with the agreement 
that no conditions be attached* However, according 
to The Second Indochina War, by Wilfred Burchett, a 
journalist who spent many years in Southeast Asia, 
the U*S* intended to use economic aid as a way to in- 
fluence the Cambodian government to drop its neutral 
position arid join the Southeast Asia Treaty Organiza- 
tion (SEATO)— the Southeast Asian equivalent to NATO. 

"By the end of 1955," wrote Burchett , "pressure 
on Cambodia to join SEATO began to reach outrageous 
proportions. There was direct pressure on Sihanouk 
himself from John Foster Dulles and when this did not 
work, brother Allen, then head of the CIA, came to 
Phnom Penh with ’proofs’ of impending ’communist agres- 
sion, ’• the only protection against which would be mem- 
bership in SEATO ... 

"Dulles knew very well that without Cambodian a- 
greement and U.S. military power solidly implanted in 
that country up to the borders of South Vietnam, SEATO 
would be ineffective as an instrtiment of domination of 
the area* Cambodia represented a ’missing link’ in 
the chain of anti-communist ’bastions’ Dulles was 
forging across §^,uth Asia from the Philippines to 
Thailand*" 

By March 1956, U.S* planes allegedly carrying out 
SEATO maneuvers in Thailand were violating Cambodian 
air space daily; a CIA-sponsored army, the Khmer Serei 
(Free Khmer), was making frequent raids into Cambodia 
from its Thailand bases; and agents arid saboteurs were 
infiltrating the country from South Vietnam* 

In 1957, Sihanouk discovered and stopped a major 
plot to overthrow the government* Later that year, he 
and other members of his family narrowly escaped death 
when a bomb sent through the mail exploded in the roy- 
al palace* The bomb was discovered to have been 
mailed from a U.S. military post in Saigon. 
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Taking steps toward the renunciation of all 
U*S* military and economic aid, Sihanouk closed 
down the U.S* military mission in 1963* In 1965, 
with the beginning of the bombing of North Vietnam 
and of direct military Intervention in South Viet- 
nam, the U.S* also started air and artillery strikes 
against Cambodian border villages* In May, 1965, 
Cambodia broke off diplomatic relations with the U.S. 

Cambodia re-opened relations with the U.S, in 
1969, in a period where the rightist influence of 
Lon Nol and Sirik Matak was gaining ground. In the 
fall of 1969, the U.S* began its bombing of targets 
in Cambodia* Protested at the time by Sihanouk, 
this "secret" bombing, was kept from the American 
public until July, 1974* It ended soon after the 
1970 coup, and according to Pentagon figures, con- 
sisted of 3,630 raids and over 100,000 tons of bombs* 

The coup on March 18, 1970 was immediately fol- 
lowed by pro-Sihanouk demonstrations* Lon Nol shock 
troops, with the help of the CIA, brutally put down 
these demonstrations, killing several hundred, many 
of whom were unarmed peasants* 

Lon Nol’s army also massacred over 5000 Vietna- 
mese residents and imprisoned nearly 200,000, all 
of whom were suspected of being sympathetic to the 
Vietnamese National Liberation Front (NLF), 

One Associated Press report from April 15 read 
"Hundreds of executed Vietnamese bodies floated 
down the Hekong River" in what "appeared to be the 
greatest:: mass killing yet disclosed in Cambodia • . » 
The bodies could be seen stretching for more than 
one mile up the river until they disappeared behind 
a bend*" 

THfei Kbmer-Rblt^ie Arid The Uni thd Resi id'taririe Front 

An appeal ftom Sihanouk several days after 
the coup resulted in the swift formation of a Na- 
tional United Front (NUF) and a provisional govem- 
met— the Royal Government of National Union ((KUNC). 
First a small force uniting a wide range of politi- 
cal tendencies, the NUF has grown from a few thous- 
and to nearly 200,000 in five years, and has liber- 
ated 90 per cent of Cambodian territory from the 
control of Lon Nol* 

The NUF is largely made up of peasants, stu- 
dents, intellectuals, Buddhist priests, and soldiers 
and functionaries who have defected from the Lon Nol 
government* 

Until recently the NUF has been described by 
the establishment press as controlled by North Viet- 
namese and NLP forces* But "the theory of manipu- 
lation by Hanoi is not even defended in Washington 
any longer," stated a recent Le Monde article, and 
no one speaks now of the "government in exile in 
China." 

At” the core of the NUF is the Khmer Rouge, also 
largely made up of peasants* A relatively small 
j|uerilla"force that existed before 1970 in opposition 
to the Sihanouk government, the Khmer Rouge rallied 
to Sihanouk’s aid the day after his appeal. Its 
three leaders, including Khieu Samphan, are now 
ministers in the United Front government* 

"This Marxist nucleus," described Le Monde re- 
cently, "which seems capable of taking the country 
in hand, has succeeded without planes * * *’ without 
a navy, without major artillery, to crush the ^Khmer- 
ization’ policy, the Cambodian equivalent of Viet- 
namization* It has literally surrounded the cities 

by the countrysides* ^ 

continued on inside front cover * 
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CHILEAN JUNTA SEEKS FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR REPRESSIVE 

REGIME; 

"PARIS CLUB" MEETS TO RENEGOTIATE CHILEAN DEBT 

'(Ed'ttOTS not&: Ths fottcwing is an sdi-ted 
sion of an ax‘t'lo'l& pTspco?@d by th@ No^th Am&vi^ocn 
CongTess on Latin Anerioa (NACLA) ) 

PARIS (LNS) --Representatives of the Chilean Jun- 
ta are meeting with the United States and other coun- 
tries to discuss a renegotiation of their massive 
foreign debt. Chile owes $710 million in principal 
and Interest this year to the "Paris Club" nations — 
Chile's l4 major creditor nations, including most 
Western European countries, Japan, Canada, and the 
United States. 

Approximately half of the debt is held hy the 
United States, and most of the U.S. loans, this 
year, will go to compensate Anaconda and Kenhecott 
for their mines which were nationalized under AHende' 
Popular Unity government. 

the ’’‘S'" ' 

the backdrop of political repression and econotpic 
disaster in Chile: a large part of the Chilean pop- 

ulation is currentlyjin prison, exiled 6 r working for 
starvation wages; there is a persistent inf lotion 
rate of more than 600^ per year; and the fore I |n 
debt is already hovering around the $4 bil Mon itiark. 

Public demonstrations against the Junta in (riany 

opean countries have forced some countries either to •'©' 
..;eto negotiate with the Junta of to deinand that the 
junta respect human rights before the nations grants 
them any new terms on their debt. The U.S., hoWever, 
has given no indication that it Will act in such a 
fashion. 

According to a report in a West German Communist 
weekly, the Junta is bringing a new plan to the 
meeting which calls for a postponement of payments 
of the debt and includes a request for an additional 
$300 million. With this new revenue, the junta hopes 
to Introduce "stabilizing measures" into tne d isas- 
trous Chilean economy. 

The pol Itical economy of the Junta is based on 
an increased exploitation of working people. Prides 
are allowed to soar while wages are strictly con- 
trolled; the length of the work week has been ex- 
tended and all benefits slashed, to do this, the^ 
junt^ has had to outlaw all trade union organizations 
and political parties, and disregard human and civil 
rights. Tens of thousands of women and men fill its 
jails and concentration camps. Almost all working 
class families have lost at least one relative in 
the year and a half since the coup. 

The daily struggle for existence has become 
Increasingly difficult. Miniscule wage increases^ 
become Jokes in the face of a 600^. rate of inflation 
and average price rises of close to 400^. Tgday In 
Chile a worker earning the minimum wage must spend 
h\% of her or hi s monthly wage solely to purchase 
a little more than four pounds of bread. Meat has 
become a memory. For the 30^ of the population with- 
out Jobs, starvation and sickness are a constant 
reality. 

According to the Financial Times of London, the 
World Bank is now predicting that Chile will spon 
face a major financial crisis ahd will need about 
$1.2 billion in foreign currency to avoid it. Fur- 
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thermore, the Bank calculates that Chile wiii omy 
receive approximately $70 million annually in pri- 
vate PI f®ct capital Investments over the next three 
years. The International Monetary Fund has pre- 
dicted a $900 mi 1 1 ion trade deficit for Chile this 
year, according to Business Latin America, a weekly 
newsletter directed to U.S. corporations v^lth in- 
terest in Latin America, This deficit Is expected 
to increase if copper prices continue to deci ine 
and petroleum prices increase. 

The worldwide reaction against the Junta's 
widespread use of torture and terror has forced 
many of Chile's traditional creditors in the cap- 
italist world to curtail aid and credits to the 
regime. The United Nations and even the Organiza- 
tion of American States have been forced to condemn 
the d ictators for their total disregard of all hu- 
man and civil fights in Chile. 

® Chi le's economic problems have therefore be- 

come closely linked to the regime's continued dis- 
regard for human rights. Many Paris Club members-- 
Italy, the Scandinavian countries, the Netherlands 
and West Germany, in particular— have hinted that 
they win use the negotiations to force the Junta 
to respect human rights in return for a favorable 
debt' renegotiation. Early in March, the British gov- 
ernment decided to withdraw from the talks completely. 
I t argued that no terms could be reached with the 
Junta while it continued Its policies of indiscrim- 
inate repression. 

Nevertheless, some sources close to the Paris 
Club negotiations expect that the Junta will be 
able to work out some agreement with its creditors, 
even though things have never looked worse. The 
bankers of the lending nations are fearful of los- 
ing their investments entirely if the Junta becomes 
too isolated and hard pressed. 

Not surprisingly, the U.S. Government, which 
holds morOi than half of the Chilean debt. Is the 
least Interested in connecting the issues of repres- 
sion and aid. According to the U.S. Ambassador to 
the United Nations, "To a degree substantial ly 
greater than that which other' governments, faced 
with similar reported viiblations, have been able to 
match, the Government of Chile has taken note of 
concerns expressed by friendly governments and In 
recent months has taken actions responsive to those 
concerns ..." 

In the past, the Unjted States has used the 
Paris Club to threaten or batter uncooperative 
governments into submission. During the three years 
of the Popular Unity Government, the United States 
attempted to Use the Paris Club negotiations as 
a forum through which it could spread its invisible 
blockade'of Chile to an international level. 

For six months, from late 1971 until a final 
agreement was reached in April 1972, the U.S. nego- 
tiators from the Treasury Department pressured the 
Western European countries to deny Chile the terms 
it needed to re-finance the huge debt which had 
been amassed during the six years of Christian Dem- 
ocratic rule which ended in 1970. AHende finally 
reached an agreement with Club members, but the ne- 
gotiations placed increased pressure on Chile at a 
time when the U.S. and antl-Allende sectors were 
gathering their forces to topple the popular govern- 
cont inued on ,l.nsLdejJFrQiiitc.cov&r-. 
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from: The Southern:' Africa .Gommittee:, 244 W* 27th 

St.^, rm 54, Hew York,., NY" 10001 ^ ■ 

Southern Africa i^ a 36-page monthly magazinee 
Each issue contains a feature plus updates on 
South Africa, Namibia,, Zimbabwe,- Angola, Mozambique, 
the . Republic of - Guinea-Blssau' -and' Portugal-® 

We have .information on the 'African liberation 
struggle, U.S® corporate involvement, government' 
aid to white minority regimes, economics.,' ' politics 
and the military, developments in' the U®N. , the 
Organization of African Unity, and reprints and 
resources® 

Gil Fernandes of the PAIGG in Guinea Bissau 
said of Southern Africa, '’’I believe, that it, is 
an .important and consistent 'source of accurate news 
on Southern Africa and 'provides a valuable tool’ "for 
building support for our ’ struggle®” 

Individual subscriptions are $6 a year, or $4 
for the last ^ seven months of - the year*- Institution 
subscriptions are ■..$18 a- year;®: South and Gentral' -' ■ 

America . $9®50 a year Africa,' Asia and- Europe, $12®50 
a year® Bulk rates available® -Write- the above, ad- 
dress. 

± ± ie ' "k • 

from: . The Africa .Fund,' ,164'- Madison. Avenue,'' Hew 
York, NY ’ 10016 ''X 21 2') "53 2- 3 700 , ’ '' ; 

The Africa-.Fund, .a'ssociated .wi'th the. -American 
Gommittee on-: Africa, distributes: liter^ure -on.-'the 
liberationnstrugglea in -South. .Africa, Namibia, Zim- 
babwe,- Angola, Mozambique and ‘the Republic of Guinea- 
■Biss'ijg® .-Also aval labl.e 1,8 material, on U®S® imperial- 
ism in southern .Africa and on 'the United Na,tions®_ 

Pamphlets include 5 - ‘ The ■ Republic of -.Guinea- 
Bissau: Triumph O'Ver -Golontalism -by 4e.nnif-er Davis 
16pp 50c, . Stop Banking- on- Apartheid/S.ecret Bank, 

Loans to South Africa -8pp . 25-C ■ and Workers Under 
Apartheid by Al(^ .Hepple'.''SBpp-h^^^^^ Bulk - rates „ 

available®- '''- ■ 

Write the, above address for , a .free literature 

list® 

k k k k 

from: The Women ^ s -Writers '’'^Genter, Williams =Hall, 

. Cazenovia Gollege, .■^Gazenovia,- New York 13035 

The Women *, s . Writers V Center', an independent 
institute located, at Ga'zenovia' 'College, offers 'a 
one year program of ■'wtting''%orkshops and study 
courses. Students examine women* S""literaKy-~.history, 
feminist esthetics, and Individual women writers® 

Visiting faculty. if or the '1975-1976 .'schooi','' 
year will include Rita Mae. Brown," Elizabeth Fisher, 
Rhoda Lerman, Kate Millet , , and .Marge - Pier cy® ' ■ 

The program- is ■ normally' open to college .-juniors 
and seniors, or tho.se with 'equivalent life experi- 
ence® Space is limited so early ..'application is , . 

suggested® 

For further informatioil or appltcations write 
the, above address® 
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Place ,' Athol , New York 12810 
C518) 623-9541 - 

A.Wo'manls Place la a retreat for womcjii, 
cated *'ii|itii<^:^''|^ir©n4a^^^ of New York® 

Run by a colt'ictive- of seven women and seven child- 
ren, A Woman* s Place was conceived of as a place 
'to meet the ne'eds of women® 

- ..The retreat 14-. a "place for women to go who 
have to get away from the pressures of daily life® 
It*s a place to go for vacation, whether your needs 
are to be alone or to spend time with other women® 

A minimal, fee of $1,0 to $25 a day (depending 
on what ..yo.u can- afford) is asked ©f visiting women® 
Children are also welcome at a cost of $5 a day® 

We are currently seeking funding and non-profit 
status so we can reduce our rates. Gall a week 
in advance to- ■ make reservations © 

-We ..would ..appreciate any contribution— money 
or equipment for the retreat--for we have no rich 
benefactors to p„ay our bills® 

■ For- more' inf ormatiGn on the retreat j^rite 
. the above address or call. 

k . . [ ^ k ■ k k 

from..« .Native ..American Liberation Day Gommittee, 

,c/o Indigena^ P®G. Box 4073, Berkeley, Ga® 

'■ ■94704 1(415) 841-9157® 

We of the Native Ameri^^an Media Collective and 
. . the San Francisco, chapter of the American Indian 
Movement , iesue a call for a Native American Libera- 
tion. Day, one day during. Autumn 1975® 

' -'/Rallies, demonstrations, and performances of 
Nat '.ive Am, eric an cultures to celebrate, educate , 

"and pubTici’ze our growing unity will be organized. 
■Perhaps a Conference on Native American Liberation, 
will grow ^out of this event® 

' ■' , We would like to see Native Amerifean Liberation 

support groups composed of all anti-imperialist , 
pro-national liberation groups but led by Native 
Atnericans organized in every major city® 

Write the. .above address for more information® 

11^ 
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Jrom: Black/led Graphics, 117 Redfield PI®, 

Syracuse, NY 13210 

■■ A- fo^r- color poster and pamphlet in support of 
the- struggle, at Ganienkeh alre available for $1®50 
" "from Black/Red Graphics® All proceeds will go 
' to'-, the Syracuse Ganlenkeh Support Committee which 
published the pamphlet® 

Ganlenkeh Is a tract of land of about 600 acres 
, ioca.ted/ Tciear , Eag.le/ Bay , NW York that was reclaimed 
by members of the Mohawk and other Indian nations 
in May 1974®^/ In September 1974, the State of New 
York sued for repossession of the land. The case 
'" remains unsettled® 

,,■ The poster, and pamphlet are available from 
• -the abo-ve address® 

. . .. . , >^END QF, RMBB for todays^ ^ 
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TOP RIGHT; Sit-in March 20 in Senator Javits* 
office of 33 women representing different groups 
in New York City. They were protesting Javits* 
vote in a Senate subconmittee to give more aid 
to Cambodia. 

GOES WITH STORY ON PAGE 2. 
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TOP lEFT; After the 1970 coup in Cambodia which 
brought Ion Nol to power , many Vietnamese sus# 
pected of being sympathetic to the NLF were 
rounded up and killed® 

CAN GO WITH STORY ON PA($ 6. 


SECOND LEFT; UoSo GI's rounding up Cambodian 
people who they suspected of being members of 
the Khmer Rouge. 

CAN GO WITH STORY ON PAGE 6o 


BOTTOM RIOE; Students running when violence 
broke out at demonstrations at the Natbnal 
University in Mexico City, March 14, 1975. 
President Echeverria came on campus to speak, 
for the first Presidential visit to the 
University since the 1968 massacre of about 
500 students in Mexico City. 

GOES WITH STORY IN lAST PACKET (#687). 

CREDIT; Jose Luis Martinez/INS 


THIRD LEFT; Members of the Khmer Rouge. 
GAN GO WITH STORY ON PAGE 6® 


BOTTOM LEFT; I0:iieu Sanphan (left). Vice Premier 
and Minister of Defense of the Cambodian United 
Front (N.U.Fo), with Norodom Sihanouk, head of 
Royal Government of Cambodian Union (GoR.UoNoCo). 

CAN GO WITH STORY ON PAGE 6, 






TOP RIGHT; Cover repeat® Collage of 
Portugal® The two bottom pictures were 
taken in the upheavals of the last few months • 
The center close-up is of General Spinola, 
who lead the recent coup attempt. 

SEE STORY P.3* 


CREDIT : WOMEN-* S GRAPH ICS 


TOP LEFT: A Portuguese demonstration 

for the nationalization of banks. 
Hera protesters are seen occupying 
the "Banco Pinto & Sotomayor',' one of 
Portugal's largest banks. The banks 
were subsequently nationalized. 

SEE THE STORY ON P. 3* 

CREDIT: LOTTA CONTINUA/LNS 


BOTTOM RIGHT: Chile line graphic. BOTTOM LEFT: The Portuguese First 

Artillery Regiment, which was 

SEE STORY ON P.7. bombed In the recent coup attempt, 

at the funeral of the soldier who 

'■ was killed during the crisis. 

SEE P. 3. 
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